Sustained remission including marked regression of a paravertebral plasmacytoma in a patient with heavily pretreated, relapsed multiple myeloma after treatment with bortezomib.
Despite advances in systemic and supportive therapies, multiple myeloma (MM) has remained an incurable disease, which underlines the need for novel approaches to therapy. Recent data indicate that the proteasome-inhibitor bortezomib has marked activity with manageable toxicity in relapsed and refractory MM. We here report on a patient suffering from heavily pretreated and refractory MM with a paravertebral tumor manifestation. After three cycles of bortezomib, the patient achieved near-complete remission, as well as a nearly complete regression of the paravertebral tumor. This case further documents that bortezomib is an effective novel therapy for MM.